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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 



3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1-16,20-36,38-54,67-70 and 74-125 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 31-36.38-54.67-70 and 74-125 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-16 and 20-30 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 06 December 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .£3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Status 



1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 October 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 



Attachment(s) 

1) CD Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 



5) Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 



Paper No(s)/Mail Date 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20071219 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Applicant's response filed on October 5, 2007 has been carefully 
considered. Claims 14-16 have been amended. Claim 73 has been canceled. Claims 
17-19, 36-37, 55-69, 71-72, and 99 have been previously canceled. Claims 31-35, 38- 
54, 70, 74-98, and 100-125 have been previously withdrawn. Claims 1-16, 20-30 are 
pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful ^improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



2. Claims 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Referring to claim 25 : 

Claim 25 recites "The system according to claim 20, wherein the first 
apparatus comprises: an information material processing apparatus operable to receive 
signals representative of information material, and to adapt said signals to an effect of 
introducing a reversible modification to said information material in accordance with a 
modification key, said modification being arranged to provide a disturbing effect on the 
information material to a human recipient by compressing the information material to 
provide the disturbing effect in accordance with an invertible algorithm; a data 
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generation processor operable to generate data identifying said information material, 
a recording apparatus operable to record said adapted signals and said identifying data 
on a recording/reproducing medium, and a data processor operable to receive said 
identifying data and said modification key and to store said identifying data and data 
representative of said modification key data on a data carrier." (emphasis added). 
Claims that recite nothing but the physical characteristics of a form of energy, such as a 
frequency, voltage, or the strength of a magnetic field, define energy or magnetism, per 
se, and as such are nonstatutory natural phenomena. O'Reilly, 56 U.S. (15 How.) at 
112-14. Moreover, it does not appear that a claim reciting a signal encoded with 
functional descriptive material falls within any of the categories of patentable subject 
matter set forth in § 101 . Therefore, claim 25 recites non-statutory subject matter. 

Referring to claim 30 : 

Claim 30 recites "The system as claimed in Claim 25, wherein said 
apparatus further comprises: an information material server arranged to store signals 
representative of information material, and to retrieve selected signals representative of 
selected information material items, said information material processing apparatus 
being operable to adapt said selected signals , said data generation processor being 
operable to generate said data identifying said selected information material signals ." 
(emphasis added). Claims that recite nothing but the physical characteristics of a form 
of energy, such as a frequency, voltage, or the strength of a magnetic field, define 
energy or magnetism, per se, and as such are nonstatutory natural phenomena. 
O'Reilly, 56 U.S. (15 How.) at 112-14. Moreover, it does not appear that a claim reciting 
a signal encoded with functional descriptive material falls within any of the categories of 
patentable subject matter set forth in § 101. Therefore, claim 30 recites non-statutory 
subject matter. 

Referring to claim 26-29 : 

Claims 26-29 are dependent on Claim 25, therefore claim 26-29 are 
rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 25 above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 1-16, 20-30 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 101, set forth in this Office action. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Joseph Pan whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5987. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax and phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2100. 

Joseph Pan 
December 19. 2007 




